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of Savoy, he would have isolated Spain from Austria, and
Austria from the Netherlands. The links which bound the.
unwieldy fabric together would have been broken, as forty
years afterwards they were broken by Richelieu.

Whilst Henry was engaged in preparation for the campaign
in the spring, he had the satisfaction of knowing that in Ger-
preparation many everything was going on in accordance with
for the war. ^ wisnes. The Princes of the Union met at Hall
in January, and decided upon taking up the cause of the
Possessioners. The forces which they agreed to furnish were
to be placed under the command of Prince Christian of Anhalt.
The Dutch promised to send four thousand men, and England
was to furnish an equal number. The latter force was to be
taken from amongst the English and Scotch who were in the
pay of the United Provinces, and who were to return to their
old service after the conclusion of the war. It was to be placed
under the command of Sir Edward Cecil, a son of the Treasurer's
elder brother, the Earl of Exeter.

On their part the Catholic Princes had given up all hope of
being able to resist the forces which were being brought against
them. There seemed at one time a prospect that Spinola's
veterans would throw themselves on the French line of
march; but even if the position of the Court of Brussels between
France and Holland had been less dangerous than it was, its
want of money was so great that there was reason to fear that a
mutiny would break out in the army as soon as it was brought
into the field.1 Under these circumstances resistance was
impossible, and the Archduke was obliged to submit to the
humiliation of granting permission to the French to pass
through the territory of the Netherlands on their way to
Juliers.

The courier who carried this permission was still on his
way to Paris when the knife of Ravaillac freed the House of
Murder of Austria from its fears. The murder of the King as
Henry iv. frQ was setting out to join the army was greeted
with a shout of exultation from every corner of Catholic Europe.

1 Trumbull to Salisbury, April 18, 1610, S, P, Flanders